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Pedro de Moreruela (* c. 1100 — t before c. 1153)
1. Name variants: —
2. Places: Moreruela de Suso, Moreruela de Frades, Zamora, Barcelona, Léon, Castile, Spain

3. Biography: P. was a disciple of Bernard of Clairvaux chosen by Bernard to start Cistercian life in Spain.
He founded there the abbey of Moreruela de Suso in 1132 and is considered to be the first Spanish
Cistercian abbot. From later literature, Pedro is said to have prayed for the fertility of queen
Berenguela of Barcelona (1116—-1149), the wife of Alphonso VII of Léon and Castile (1105-1157). The
birth of Sancho Ill is attributed to P.’s prayers. P. was considered a saint by scholars in the late 16th—
17th c. (e.g. HENRIQUEZ and MANRIQUE). They write of his gifts of prophecy. From the 17th c. on, it was
debated whether Moreruela was the first Cistercian monastery in Spain, how many different
Moreruelas existed, and when each was constructed.

4. Cultus:

a. Relics: -

b. Liturgical commemoration: 1 Aug (HENRIQUEZ 147, YANEZ NEIRA)

c. Patronage: —

d. Attributes: —

5. Fontes: Miraculum S. Bernardi auctore Herberto, in: AnBoll 20 (1901), 71-80.

6. Literature: I. ALFONSO ANTON, Moreruela revisitada: Viejos documentos, nuevos interrogantes, in:
Moreruela. Un monasterio en la historia del Cister, ed. H. LARREN IzQUIERDO, Valladolid 2008, 65—69; M.
L. BUENO DOMINGUEZ, Espacios de espiritualidad : el monasterio de Moreruela, in: HispSac 59 (2007),
35-50; |. CALDERON MEDINA, El Impulso nobiliario a la expansion del Cister en el reino de Ledn. La
parentela de Ponce de Cabrera en los monasterios de Santa Maria de Moreruela y San Esteban de
Nogales, in: Medievalismo 18 (2008), 347; M. COCHERIL, Espagne cistercienne, in DHGE 15, Paris 1963,
944-969; C. HENRIQUEZ, Menologium Cisterciense. Oder Kurtz begrieffene Lebens-Verfassung Derer
Heiligen, Prague 1731, 147; S. LENSSEN, Hagiologium cisterciense 2, Tilourg 1949, 48; A. MANRIQUE,
Annales Cistercienses 1, Lugduni 1659, 334; E. Martin, La entrada del Cister en Espafia in: Cist. 28
(1953), 159-160; R. MuNIz, Medula historica cisterciense 1, Valladolid 1781, 45; D. YANEZ NEIRA, Pedro
de Moreruela, in: Diccionario Biografico electrdnico, https://dbe.rah.es/biografias/96275/pedro-de-
moreruela; D. YANEZ NEIRA, Moreruela, cantera de monjes ilustres, in: Moreruela: Un monasterio en la
historia del Cister, ed. H. Larrén Izquierdo, Valladolid, 2008, 198—199; A. DE YEPES, Cordnica General de
la Orden de San Benito 7, Valladolid 1621, fol. 241; A. M. ZIMMERMANN, Kalendarium Benedictinum 2,
Metten 1934, 527.

7. lllustrations: —
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