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Bernard Catalan (*26 Oct 1568 – † 2 Nov 1608) 

1. Name variants: Bernardus Catalanus, B. Guillem Català de Valleriola i Vives de Canyamars, B. 
Catala y Vives de Cañamás, B. Catalan y Valeriola   
 
2. Places: Valencia, Leon 
 
3. Biography: B. was born in Valencia to a family of lesser nobility. He married Constance de Perellós, 
a union that stirred up social scandal and lawsuits because of the families’ opposition. He became a 
high official of the king of Valencia and ambassador to King Philipp III of Spain. B. also administered 
the office of Corrigador of Leon, where he was known as “El Corrigador Santo”. Together with other 
nobles, he founded the literary Academia de los Nocturnos in his Valencian home in 1591. His ‘Justas 
poeticas hechas à su devocion’ was printed in 1602, but many writings remained unpublished. He 
was a fervent devotee of the Virgin Mary. In 1604, together with his wife and children, B. was made 
an oblate of the order by the abbot-general of Cîteaux. Shortly after, he was given the habit of the 
Order of Calatrava. He is said to have lived a life of virtue, penitence, and love for the poor, despite 
his secular duties in politics and marriage.  
 
4. Cultus:  
 
a. Relics: – 
 
b. Liturgical commemoration: 2 Nov (HENRIQUEZ) 
 
c. Patronage: – 
 
d. Attributes: – 

5. Fontes: B. C. DE VALERIOLA, Autobiografía y justas poéticas. Prólogo de S. Carreres Zacarés. 
Introducción del Barón de San Petrillo, València 1929; C. HENRIQUEZ, Menologium Cisterciense 
notationibus illustratum, Antwerp 1630, 369–370 (letter of donation); M. R. ZAPATER, Cister Militante 
en la campaña de la Iglesia contra la Sarracena furia. Historia genral de las ilustrisimas, inclitas y 
nobilisimas cavallerias del Templo de Salomon, Calatrava, Alcantara, Avis, Montesa y Christo, 
Saragossa 1662, 343.  

6. Literature: J. M. F. COLL, La poesía de la Academia de los Nocturnos, Alicante 2001; C. FENOLLOSA, La 
memòria de Català de Valleriola (1568–1608) en la bibliografia del segle XVI al XX, in: 
Mirabilia/MedTrans 7.1 (2018), 93–112; C. FENOLLOSA, El matrimoni de Bernat Català de Valleriola: de 
la presó a la legitimitat, in: Mirabilia/MedTrans 10.2 (2019), 168–177; R. R. RICART, Bernat Guillem 
Català de Valeriola i el seu dietari (1568–1607), in: Miscellània Germà Colón 7 (1997), 79–94; J. 
RODRÍGUEZ, Biblioteca Valentina, València 1747, 80.   
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