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John of Altzelle (t 24 Dec 1429)

1. Name variants: —

2. Places: Altzelle, Meissen, Zadel

3. Biography: J. possibly served as parish priest (the Annales Veterocellenses refer to him as confessor)
in Zadel, a grange of Altzelle abbey, situated ca. 8 km northwest of Meissen. In winter 1429/30, Hussite
invaders burned down Zadel. They abducted the monks J. and Martin of Altzelle and killed both of them
on Christmas Eve. No further details concerning J.s martyrdom or the circumstances of his burial are
known. A recently rediscovered 12%-century martyrology of Altzelle (Ostritz, Bibliothek der
Zisterzienserinnenabtei St. Marienthal, H 1/5) records neither J. nor Martin among its late medieval
additions.

4. Cultus:

a. Relics: —

b. Liturgical commemoration: —

c. Patronage: —

d. Attributes: —

5. Fontes: A digital copy of the so-called Annales Veterocellenses is accessable online at
https://digital.ub.uni-leipzig.de/mirador/index.php; the today partially illegible entry can be found on

fol. 127v; MGH SS 16, 41-47; further references in GUNDRAM’s article on the Hussite campaign of
1429/30.

6. Literature: E. BEYER, Das Cistercienser-Stift und Kloster Alt-Zelle in dem Bisthum MeiRen.
Geschichtliche Darstellung seines Wirkens im Innern und nach AuBen, nebst den Auszigen der
einschlagenden hauptsachlich bei dem Haupt-Staats-Archiv zu Dresden befindlichen Urkunden,
Dresden 1855, 249, 393; R. GUNDRAM, Ddbeln und die Hussiten. Die Brandkatastrophe einer Stadt im
Spannungsfeld historischer Konstruktion und lokaler Legendenbildung, in: Neues Archiv fir Sachsische
Geschichte 79 (2008), 1-26; B. MARQuIs, MeiRnische Geschichtsschreibung des spaten Mittelalters (ca.
1215-1420), Miinchen 1997.

7. lllustrations: —
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