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Famian (* c. 1090 – † c. 1150)  
 
1. Name variants: Wardo, Quardo, Suardo, Gerhard  
 
2. Places: Cologne, Ebrach, Galicia, Gallese, Italy, Ourense, Rome, S. María de Oseira, Santiago de Compostela. 
 
3. Biography: He was probably born around 1090 in Cologne. A hagiographic text states that during his 
journey to Santiago de Compostela he decided to become an hermit, but then decided to join the Cistercian 
Order, in the monastery of S. María de Oseira, in Ourense Diocese. He received permission to live far from 
the cloister. After being a hermit in Galicia, F. went on pilgrimage to Italy. From Rome, he moved to Gallese, 
a town north of the city, where he lived briefly until his death. Legend claims that Pope Adrian IV (1154–
1159) canonized him four years later and named him “Famian” because of the fame he obtained due to 
miracles that occurred at his tomb.  
 
4. Cultus: 
 
a. Relics: Famian’s body lies in the crypt of the Basilica dedicated to him in Gallese, in a marble sarcophagus.  
 
b. Liturgical commemoration: 8 Aug (AS). The worship of Famian is mainly widespread in Gallese. He is also 
venerated in the monastery of Oseira.   
 
c. Patronage: Patron of the city of Gallese. 
 
d. Attributes: Pilgrim staff.   
 
5. Fontes: S. A. PENNAZZI, Vita del glorioso S. Famiano Sacerdote Confessore, Orvieto 1723; AS, Augusti II, Paris 
/ Rome 1863-1870, 389–395.  
 
6. Literature: VSB 8, 137; BBKL 17, 358–359; LCI 6, 216; LThK 2nd ed. 4, 7; G. FELINI, L'altare dei SS. Giovanni 
e Famiano della Cattedrale di Gallese, in: Biblioteca e Società 13 (1994), 1–14; M. Á. G. GARCÍA, San Famiano, 
in: Topografías culturales del Camino de Santiago. Kulturelle Topographien des Jakobsweges, J. GÓMEZ-
MONTERO (ed.), Frankfurt 2016, 277–302; J. LOSADA, San Famiano de Colonia: patrono eximio de peregrinos, 
in: Los caminos de Santiago y la vida monástica cisterciense, G. GARCÍA / J. L. A. CARREIRAS (eds.), Zamora 2010, 
95–102; E. PETRUCCI, Santo Patrono, culto dei santi e vissuto religioso nei comuni del Lazio settentrionale dal 
Medioevo all’età contemporanea, in: Santi e culti del Lazio: istituzioni, società, devozioni, S. B. GAJANO / E. 
PETRUCCI (eds.), Rome 2000, 517–528; A. M. ZIMMERMANN, Kalendarium Benedictinum 2, Metten 1933, 547–
548; F. M. VETH, Das Leben des heiligen Famian, in: Sancta Crux 75 (2015), 242–256. 
 
7. Illustrations: Sculpture, Escalera de Honor, Oseira, ca. 1727–1730 (GARCÍA, 297); High relief, Cathedral of 
Gallese (FELINI, 4); Portrait, Österreichische Nationalbibliothek, 1705 (https://tinyurl.com/3pnu336w); 
Copperplates, Heiligenkreuz Abbey sacristy, 18th c. (Vieth, 242, 251, see 253); Bronze plate, Basilica Gallese, 
2003 (https://tinyurl.com/4n2aktd4).  
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