


Nivard of Clairvaux (12th c.)  

1. Name variants: N. of Clairvaux, N. of Fontaine-lès-Dijon  

2. Places: Buzay, Cîteaux, Clairvaux, Espina, Val-Richer, Vauxcelles  

3. Biography: N., the youngest brother of Bernard of Clairvaux, was the only one to remain at home with his 

family when his brothers left for Cîteaux. However, when he reached the required age, he too would be 

accepted there. N. was involved in the founding of numerous monasteries, for which he was commissioned by 

his brother Bernard. In 1132 he sent him to Vauxcelles near Cambrai, where N. also served as the novice 

master. In 1135 N. went to Buzay near Nantes, where he was given the office of prior. After his return to 

Clairvaux he was also involved in the foundation of Val-Richer. Letters from Bernard document his stay in the 

Spanish abbey of San Pedro de Espina. The details of N.’s death are not known. He probably died in the second 
half of the 12th c., maybe as the last of his siblings. A burial site has not yet been determined.  

4. Cultus  

a. Relics: –  

b. Liturgical commemoration: 7 Feb. N. was still commemorated in the Austrian Stams Abbey in the 19th c. 

(MÜLLER, 50).  

c. Patronage: As MÜLLER (51) states, the name N. was common in Cistercian monasteries at the beginning of the 

20th c. It was also a popular name in the baroque era.  

d. Attributes: He is portrayed as a child in the circle of his brothers as they prepare to leave their parental 

home.  

5. Fontes: Vita S. Bernardi 1, 499–503; Fragmenta Gaufridi, 16; Epp. S. Bernardi, 301, 455. Further references 

in MÜLLER’S article.  

6. Literature: LThK 3rd ed. 7, 882; A. ZIMMERMANN, Kalendarium Benedictinum 1, 1933, 182, 184; J. H. LYNCH, The 

Cistericans and Underage Novices, in: Cîteaux 24 (1973), 283–297; G. MÜLLER, Der selige Nivard, in: CistC 8 

(1896), 43–51.  

7. Illustrations: Stained glass-window, Cologne, St. Apern, ca. 1525 (cf. A. PAFFRATH, Bernhard von Clairvaux, 

1984, 44, lower right corner); engraving by Raphaël Sadeler, ca. 1605–1628, Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam; 1816-

01-01 (https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/collection/RP-P-OB-7654-2) [2 Sep 2021]. In addition to those 

identified, there are numerous other pictorial representations of N., especially in frescoes.  
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